SOUTH WESTERN SENIOR BASEBALL LEAGUE

Draft Constitution

Article One: Membership
Membership will consist of elected officers, and designated representatives of all member teams.  Charter member teams (as of Feb. 5, 1996) are Exeter, Lakeside, Listowel, London (Chiefs), Strathroy and Tillsonburg.  Members for the 2023 season will consist of Ilderton, London Badgers, Sarnia Seniors, Sarnia Juniors and Strathroy.

The league will not exceed eight (8) teams.

Although we are primarily a senior league, elite junior or midget teams will be considered.
In order to be eligible for play during the following baseball season, new applicants must submit a letter of application for membership by the first day of February.  It will require a favourable vote from 67% of membership to grant acceptance of an application.  Only teams who have completed their probation will be entitled to vote.

All new teams will be on one-year probation.  Following their initial season, a new team may have their membership revoked with a 67% membership vote.

Article Two: Officers and Directors
Elected officers shall consist of a commissioner, a disciplinarian, a statistician and a treasurer, to be elected each year by ballot at the annual meeting of the league.  The board of directors shall consist of one representative from each member team.  This group of officers and directors shall be known as the executive committee.  Only senior teams will have voting privileges. 
Article Three: Duties of the Executive Committee

Commissioner -
· He/she shall be empowered to administer and uphold the terms and intent of the      constitution and bylaws of the league.

· He/she shall call and preside over league meetings, and shall cast the deciding vote on issues

      otherwise deadlocked.

· He/she shall ensure that all responsibilities of officers, directors, committees, and teams are being actively carried out.

League Disciplinarian –

· He/she shall be empowered to suspend, any player, coach, manager, trainer, or other official, from participating in the activities of the league.

· He/she shall be empowered to resolve all matters, otherwise irreconcilable, in the

      best interest of the league.
Statistician -

· Each team will share responsibility of updating the league website

· The home team is required to enter the score of the game within 24 hours of the completion of the game.  Failure to do so will result in a $10 fine for the first incident, $20 for the second incident, $40 for the third incident, etc.…

· Along with the treasurer he/she shall co-ordinate the forfeiture procedures.

Treasurer -

· He/she is a non-voting official.

· He/she shall maintain an accurate record of all monies received and disbursed.

· He/she shall present a yearly statement, at the annual meeting.

· He/she shall pay all accounts by cheque, signed by him/her and either the commissioner or any member of the executive committee with signing privileges.

· He/she shall maintain a special bank account in the name of the league at a recognized financial institution, and promptly deposit all monies received therein.

· After receiving monies for forfeitures, he/she shall either deposit the money in the league account or disburse the money to the appropriate team.

Directors-

· The board of directors shall consist of one official representative appointed by each member team and is empowered to vote on all league matters on behalf of the team they represent.  A director may designate an alternate in the event the director is unable to attend a meeting.

Article Four: Meetings
It is only the commissioner who can call a meeting.  He/she may call a meeting at any time it is deemed necessary to maintain the proper operation of league affairs.  The purpose of any meeting shall be outlined at the time it is called.  The commissioner must call a meeting if he/she has been requested to do so by two or more members of the executive committee.

It is essential that all teams have representation at both the annual league meeting and at the scheduling meeting.  The league commissioner may also call a mandatory meeting at any time throughout the year.  Any team who does not have representation at either the annual league meeting, or any other mandatory meeting, will forfeit their $100 performance bond.  The $100 bond must be reimbursed prior to the scheduling meeting.  The annual ‘winter’ meeting will be held the 2nd Sunday in December.  In 2022 for the first time we conducted our meeting via email.  We will continue to do so in the future.  
Article Five: Amendments

The constitution may be amended only at the annual meeting and by two-thirds majority of those present and voting.

Article Six: Expenses

League officers may be paid reasonable expenses incurred by them in the performance of their duties as directed by the league.

Article Seven: Withdrawals

Any team which fails to finish, or withdraws from the league, during a playing season shall be deemed to have forfeited its franchise, all rights to membership and finances.  Any team who withdraws from our league on their own accord.  Will not be entitled to their performance bond.
Article Eight: Leave of Absence

Any team, which requests a leave of absence from the league, must do so in writing to the commissioner.  An 80 percent majority vote of the board of directors is required for approval.  The executive committee shall review the duration and status of absence annually.  To re-activate, the team must re-apply to the league in the standard manner.

Article Nine: Ejection of a Team

To eject a team who has completed their probation period, regardless how many teams there are in the league at the time, if more than one (1) team vote against ejection then the team in question will not be ejected.  If zero (0) or one (1) team vote against ejection then the team in question will be ejected.  All teams must vote yes or no, no team will be permitted to abstain from the vote.  Only teams who have completed their probation will be entitled to vote.
Article Ten: Finances

Any new team will be required to submit an $850 payment to the league.  $250 of which will be refunded prior to their second season, provided they fulfill all their obligations to the league.  $250 will be treated as an irretrievable expense of joining our league.  The remaining $350 is equivalent to the fee, which is met by all teams.  This fee is also subject to change at the annual league meeting.  All applicants will be required to submit a cheque for $250 with their application.  The remaining $600 will be required approximately two weeks prior to the scheduling meeting; the exact date will be established at the annual league meeting.  All other teams will be required to submit a cheque for $250 on the same date.

Article Eleven: Uniforms
To avoid uniform duplication, all uniforms must be pre-approved by the league.  This applies to new teams as well existing teams wishing to change colours.
Article Twelve: Bylaws
The executive committee will establish all rules and regulations pertaining to league games.  Since the bylaws are not part of the constitution, they may be amended at the annual league meeting as required.  An 80 percent majority voter of the board of directors must approve any adoption of, or amendment to, the bylaws, not otherwise covered by OBA, or league guidelines.

Article Thirteen: Player Movement
Any player wishing to switch from one team to another within our league, must take the following steps:

1. contact the coach of the team he is leaving

2. contact the coach of the team he is going to 

3. contact the league commissioner

4. contact the league disciplinarian 

Article Fourteen: Playoffs
Teams who have the potential to qualify for a national championship have two weeks following the annual ‘winter’ meeting to declare whether they intend to participate in our league playoffs.  Any team who chooses not to participate in our league playoffs will not face a penalty as a result of their decision.  If you choose to participate in our league playoffs, you will be expected to do so immediately following your provincial tournament.  If you declare your intent to participate in our league playoffs, a failure to do so will result in a $500 forfeiture fee, which must be paid prior to scheduling the following season.
Our league play-offs will be a double knockout tournament format.  The tournament will be held the weekend prior to the senior AAA National tournament.  The venue will be determined on an annual basis.   



